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                                                       www.cromarty.dsfb.org.uk
Director’s Report August 2016.
The construction of the new hatchery at Contin is ahead of schedule and the building should be ready for a visit by Board members at the October meeting.
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Interior of the hatchery ready for new troughs
By the end of August the fish count at Tor Achilty Dam had reached 1,541 which is even higher than last year's total count, which was the best for more than 20 years.
Bailiffs dealt with a number of rod and line incidents during October.  Rikki Golabek passed the Institute of Fishery Management Certificate examinations he sat earlier in the year.
The Cromarty Firth Fishery Trust shared a stand at the Moy Gamefair with neighboring Fishery Trusts and the Scottish Mink Initiative, several new volunteers were recruited.

Fairburn House completed the restoration of the fish pass at Orrin Falls with the installation of a permanent pre weir below the pass.  
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Within hours of the completion of the works salmon were observed clearing the pass.
Wild Fishery Reform meetings were held during August, the likely future structure of Scottish Fishery Management is becoming clearer and will be reported on at the October Board meeting.
Projects / research
Work is almost complete on the development of a new App to record forestry pressures on rivers.  The App has been developed with the Forestry Commission and Scottish Fishery Coordination Centre and tested on the River Blackwater and its tributaries. The App allows accurate collection of data in the field onto a tablet or smart phone which is then stored and uploaded into GIS maps.
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We have had further meetings with the Forestry Commission and Woodland Trust to find opportunities to restore riverside woodland habitats across the region.
Electro-fishing survey works are ongoing. This year we are carrying out a large number of timed electro-fishings of suitable fry habitat across the entire region.  This will give us a picture of the success of last year's spawning.

This year's Himalayan balsam clearance works were completed on schedule by the end of August.

Meetings attended / consultations
Wild Fishery Reform Fishery Management Plan template working group

ASFB / RAFTS WFR Joint Working Group

WFR Stakeholder Reference Group

Peffery Natural Flood Management consultation

Teanninich Distillery Alness weir works meeting

Orrin Falls fish pass upgrade visits

Forestry Commission app development meeting

Woodland Trust meeting

SSE Contin Hatchery meeting and site visit.
