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Director’s Report June 2015
General
It has been another busy month for the bailiffs with illegal fishing activity on both  rivers and coast.

The Wild Fishery Reform process is ongoing.  The deadline for response to the consultation  is in August.  The Cromarty Board and Trust draft responses were discussed at the June meetings.  A final response will be prepared once Board Members have commented on the present draft.   The reform process is as expected proving a considerable draw on time,  with input required to RAFTS / ASFB Joint Working and Directors groups as well as through the Institute of Fishery Management.
The fish pass at Orrin Falls has been  repaired  and the timber pre-weir downstream of the falls reinstated.

Carcass tags were distributed during June.
Projects / research
A meeting was held with Marine Scotland Science to start the process of integrating the Conon PIT tagging data with data held from  existing index sites.  This will allow the future use of the Conon system to provide index data for Marine Scotland..

Funding has been sourced to continue invasive plant and mink projects.

Hogweed spraying took place on the Balanagown and the Trust for Conservation Volunteers have started Himalayan balsam  control works.

Preparations were completed for the start of  radio-tracking on the Allt Graad in July.  A start up meeting was held with RWE Npower,  the listening stations and tracking equipment have been collected and electro-fishing equipment serviced.

There is likely to be further  radio-tracking contract work on ferox trout in Loch Glass and its headwaters this autumn. 

Meetings attended / consultations
Moray Firth Trout Initiative Management Committee

Cromarty Firth Management Committee

ASFB / RAFTS Fishery Review Joint Working Group

IFM Scottish Branch

ASFB Directors Meeting

Cromarty DSFB Board Meeting

Cromarty Trust Meeting

Scottish Mink Initiative 

Trust for Conservation Volunteers project start up meeting

Marine Scotland Science Conon data meeting

Black Rock radio tracking project meeting

Clare windfarm response

Insurance review meeting

Electro-fishing equipment serviced
