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Director’s Report May 2018
General
Bailiffs carried out regular patrols of rivers and coast throughout the month and dealt with a number of incidents.   Salmon numbers during May were down on last year, which is a pattern across Scotland.

Fry planting was completed in early May with 930,000 fry stocked in perfect conditions.

On the River Bran more than 5,000 smolts were trapped, transported and released below Tor Achilty Dam.  All these smolts are the result of wild spawning and benefited from high flows in the main stem of the Conon over the peak weeks of the run, which should give them a good run to sea.
Projects / research
Survey work for the proposed smolt trap on the River Meig was completed and design work is underway.

A Black Isle Water Quality Improvement project has been established through the Agri-Environment Climate Scheme.  This will reduce diffuse pollution in a number of catchments in the region.

With funding from the HLF Scottish Invasive species Initiative, Duncan Fraser has been employed to help clear invasive plants in the region.   With the help of bailiffs giant hogweed has been sprayed on the Balnagown and Peffery, American skunk cabbage on the Conon and Himalyan balsam clearance has started.

Bailiffs completed native tree planting works on the River Blackwater.  A funding bid is being prepared with the Moray Firth Partnership for a three-year tree planting project .

The Cromarty Junior Angling Club met on the last Saturday of the month.  Grant aid from the SSE Fairburn windfarm fund has been secured for the next three years of the project
The Trust's busy school programme is ongoing with regular school visits in May.  Bailiffs and volunteers from local angling clubs helped with coaching at angling days..

Meetings attended / consultations
Cromarty coastal survey netting 
Moray Firth Partnership funding meetings

SEPA Flood Risk Management Group

Forestry Commission tree planting project meeting

School visits including 3 angling days
SSE Meeting

