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Director’s Report August 2017.
By the end of August the count through Tor Achilty Dam had reached 1,112,  still well ahead of the five year average.   There appears to be a lack of late running grilse again this year which  is following a pattern reflected on other rivers throughout Scotland.

A total of 3 pink Pacific salmon have now been caught in the Cromarty region. On rivers like the Ness and Dee, which have very clear water pink salmon have been observed spawning in numbers.  It is still very uncertain what interaction there may be between pink salmon and native species.   If they were to become established the presence of large numbers of dying pink salmon in early autumn might increase the risk of fungal infection of salmon and sea trout as they approach spawning time.   The juvenile pink salmon hatch in early spring and migrate to sea soon after hatching and so are unlikely to interact with juvenile Atlantic salmon in rivers but may have some interaction with sea trout in estuaries.
There was some very heavy rainfall and localised flooding during August on the Bran system.  Screens at Mossford power station were blocked by debris and had to be temporarily removed.
Fish rescues took place at Conon Bridge and at the Meig / Luichart tunnel.
Projects / research
Electro-fishing survey works are ongoing. We are carrying out a large number of timed electro-fishings of suitable fry habitat across the entire region.  This will give us a picture of the success of last year's spawning.

This year's Himalayan balsam clearance works were completed on schedule by the end of August.

A series of junior angling days are to be held in September.  There has been considerable interest from children who have attended school angling sessions funded by SSE Fairburn windfarm.  More than 40 children have expressed an interest in attending further angling days.  
Meetings attended / consultations
SFCC Geographical Information System upgrade training

SSE / SEPA drought planning meeting

Abhainn na Glasa site visit

Fishery Management Scotland law enforcement Committee

Fish rescue Conon Bridge

Fish rescue Meig / Luichart tunnel

Completed staff annual reviews

First aid training course

Annual report submitted to Scottish Government 
