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Director’s Report October 2017.
Preparations have been made to open the Blackwater trap in early November and renovations have been made to the bothy at Loch na Croic.  Broodstock for stocking above the road culvert the Alness Black Burn were collected by rod and line.
The last SSE / Fairburn Windfarm funded Junior Angling Club day took place on the 7th of October.  More than 20 children have attended  each event. The angling days will be followed up with hatchery visits and fly tying events over the winter.  Many thanks to the angling club volunteers who helped bailiffs with coaching at these events
A meeting took place with SSE to progress plans to install a smolt trap above Loch Meig to allow the transportation of smolts around the hydro scheme

A meeting took place with Diageo to discuss options for providing improved fish passage / fish counting at Alness weir.
A meeting of Alness proprietors was held and the Board have responded to the Scottish Government consultation on the proposed downgrading of the Alness to a conservation status of category 3 for 2018.

Projects / research
High flows through October reduced the number of electro-fishing sites which could be visited and some works will be carried over to next year.
The Heritage Lottery Fund bid for the Scottish Invasive Species Initiative has been successful and this will provide four years of funding to continue mink and invasive plant species clearance in the Cromarty Firth region.

The  Atlantic Salmon Trust are proposing an ambitious marine smolt tracking project in the Moray Firth for 2019.  The proposal is to set up arrays of listening stations across the Moray Firth at a number of strategic points in order to track the migration routes of smolts from Moray Firth rivers.  
Meetings attended / consultations
Junior Angling Club day

Scottish Fishery Coordination Centre Management Committee

Alness proprietors meeting

Highland Invasives Forum

Alness Weir Diageo meeting

SSE Meig smolt passage meeting

Atlantic Salmon Trust smolt tracking meeting

Cromarty Board meeting

Institute of Fisheries Management Scottish Branch meeting

