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Director’s Report February 2017
General
On 3rd February 2017, the Scottish Government announced that the ambition of wild fisheries reform would be far less than previously anticipated. Proposals for anglers to make a direct financial contribution to management, and to broaden the levy to freshwater fisheries will not be taken forward.  The proposed Fisheries Management Organisations, and the associated duties to deliver all-species management, will not now materialise.  Finally, the proposal to make fishing for, taking or killing freshwater fish (other than salmon and sea trout) without legal right or written permission will not be taken forward. 

However, we understand that Scottish Government will take forward a new Bill which will replace the existing legislation. The National Strategy and local Fishery Management Plans will remain a key element of the proposed changes. Whilst it will not be mandatory for local management to deliver an all species remit or to promote angling, it remains an aspiration to move the promotion and development proposals forward. The Scottish Government will encourage and help to facilitate voluntary DSFB and possibly Fisheries Trust mergers and existing legislative provisions which may act to inhibit this will be reviewed.  Finally, the Scottish Government has indicated that they will examine proposals for conservation measures for freshwater species, particularly brown trout and pike.

The Cromarty Board  held a meeting on the 17th of February at which the Wild Fishery Reform and other issues were discussed.   It was agreed to suspend  the present region-wide carcass tagging scheme for salmon retained by anglers, as some clubs felt it was a burden on their membership.  However, in some parts of the region clubs and proprietors have indicated that there were clear benefits and wish to continue with the use of tags to support the Board's conservation policy.   We will carry out further consultation and accommodate any clubs or proprietors who wish to continue with the scheme.
Scottish and Southern Energy are continuing to look for solutions to a problem with air being drawn into the hatchery water supply pipeline when the filters are cleaned.
The first Board Meeting of Fishery Management Scotland took place.   Fishery Management Scotland will have an important role in supporting and coordinating the work of  Scotland's Fishery Boards and Trusts to deliver the most effective management possible with the resources available.  A website has been set up at  www. fms.scot
Projects / research
Reports and grant claims were completed for last year's project works.  A grant application for a Scottish Invasive Species Initiative is to be submitted with SNH to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
The 2017  programme of schools work is well underway, with more than 10 local schools now involved in a programme which includes a mixture of class room and field visits, intended to encourage children to appreciate the importance of their local rivers.  A windfarm  grant application has been  made to include a series of angling days and a junior angling club for some of these schools.  It is intended to source funding with the support of Fishery Management Scotland to develop these initiatives across the whole region.

The Glasgow University nutrient restoration  research  project is ongoing.  Following the encouraging  results from  last year's research, the same streams are to be stocked  again this year and the effects of the addition of  artificial salmon carcasses on  parr  as well as fry and invertebrates investigated.

It is going to be a very busy spring for smolt research  in 2017.  We will be continuing the long term PIT tagging programme  at the Achanalt trap on the River Bran.  On the Meig, with funding from SSE we will be PIT tagging  salmon smolts to investigate their escapement through  Loch Meig.  With Glasgow University, acoustic tags will be used on the Meig and the Blackwater to investigate smolt movement through hydro and non-hydro lochs.  On the Blackwater, there will be another year of smolt tagging for the Marine Scotland Science SARF project, which compares marine survival of East and West coast smolts.
Preparations have been made for this year's smolt trapping.  The screens at the  Achanalt trap had become corroded after more than 20 years use and have been replaced.  The stainless steel mesh of both the Board's Rotary Screw Traps has also been replaced.

Forestry Commission Scotland provided trees which are being planted in the Blackwater and Peffery catchments by Board staff.

Meetings attended / consultations
Scottish Government Stakeholder Reference Group
Strathconon  Estate  / Woodland Trust meeting

Angling development meetings

Scottish Fishery Coordination Centre Biologists meeting
Highland Volunteering Forum

Highland Council

Cromarty Board Meeting

Fishery Management Scotland Board Meeting

