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Director’s Report March 2016
General
Rob Whitson  has resigned as Clerk to the Board and we wish him well in his new employment.  Neil Wright from C.K.D. Galbraith has taken over as Clerk and was introduced to the Board at the March  meeting.   Also at  the March Board meeting, the Board discussed the new Conservation Regulations and agreed to keep the same Conservation Policy for the 2016 season as in 2015 .  A  new Conservation Plan  is to be developed for the 2017 season  under the requirements of  the Conservation Regulations.   The Board discussed  its response to the Wild Fishery Reform draft Bill consultation which will be available for comment before the consultation closes on the 2nd of May.
Carcass tags have been ordered and will be circulated to anglers before the end of June.

Projects / research
Reports have been completed for last year's radio-tracking project on the Allt Graad and habitat survey on the Allt Dearg.

A collaborative project is underway to reduce agricultural diffuse pollution on the Black Isle which will help to protect fish stocks in the Newhall Burn and other rivers.
Preparations have been made for the 2016 smolt run.   The Board's boat was used to deploy bouys and  test acoustic listening stations for a project  to track the passage of smolts through the Cromarty Firth and out into the Moray Firth.

The PIT tag decoder equipment at Meig and Tor Achilty dams was serviced and tested .   The smolt trap at Achanalt was installed ready for this year's trapping and Rotary Screw Traps will be installed above loch Meig and at Loch na Croic in April.  As well as the acoustic tracking work in the Firth, there will be three PIT tagging projects taking place this spring which will tag 4,000 smolts.

Meetings attended / consultations
Loch Achonachie Angling Association

Institute of Fisheries Management Branch Meeting

Wild Fisheries Review Stakeholder Reference Group

RAFTS / ASFB Conference

Cromarty Board / Trust Management Committee meeting

Cromarty Board meeting

ASFB Bailiffs Conference

Institute of Fisheries Management Scottish Branch AGM

Wild Fisheries Reform consultation.

