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Director’s Report May 2015
General
Bailiffing patrols continued  throughout May , 2 men were arrested and an illegal gill net was seized along with a boat and outboard engine.
The Wild Fishery Reform process is ongoing a consultation document has been produced and a copy can be downloaded from the Cromarty DSFB website.   There is an opportunity for Board , Trust, angling clubs and individuals to respond to the consultation which will result in a radical restructuring of local and national management.
May was unusually cold and wet which prolonged the smolt run .  By the end of May 6,500 smolts had been trapped at Achanalt on the River Bran, transported by road and released below Tor Achilty Dam.  A film unit visited to film the smolt trapping and tagging works as part of a documentary for BBC4.
A site visit with SEPA took place to the road crossings of the Ussie Burn to investigate possible works to allow fish passage at the culverts.
Projects / research
May has been a very busy month for smolt trapping and tagging.  On the River Bran 1,000 smolts were PIT tagged before release.  On the River Blackwater 4,000 smolts were PIT tagged as part of a research project with Marine Scotland Science.  On the River Meig 600 smolts were PIT tagged at a Rotary Screw Trap upstream of Loch Meig.  The survival and passage time of smolts migrating downstream through Meig Dam will be measured  by this research.
Radio-tags for this year's research work on the Allt Graad have been ordered and the rental of radio-tracking equipment arranged.
Funding for this year's invasive species work has been agreed with RAFTS.

Meetings attended / consultations
Moray Firth Seal Management Plan  Meting

Evanton 1ry School visit

Moray Firth Partnership Coastal Planning meeting

Wild Fishery Review Stakeholder Reference Group

SEPA River Basin Management Plan National Advisory Group

ASFB Directors Meeting
