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General
After some periods of heavy rainfall during April, May remained  largely dry.  Following  an unusually dry winter this has brought rivers down to summer low flows and reservoir levels worryingly low.  Despite the low flows, good numbers of salmon arrived during May with some beats fishing well.
As part of Edward's new role coordinating bailiff training with the Institute of Fishery Management, a very successful bailiff  training event was held at Contin, with bailiffs coming from across the North of Scotland.  With the help of  our local Wildlife Crime Officer, bailiffs were able to practice their skills in dealing with poaching incidents and in collecting and preserving evidence at a crime scene.

John Armstrong from  Marine Scotland Science visited the Alness weir to assess its suitability as a site for the installation of a fish counter.  It was agreed that the location was suitable for whole river stock assessment and that further specialist engineering advice would be required to ensure that fish use the fish pass rather than the face of the weir so that a counter could be installed.   Advice is being sought from  SEPA.
Fry planting was completed in May, with just under a million fry stocked mainly into the Blackwater.

Carcass tags will be issued in June to the clubs and proprietors who indicated that they wish to make use of them.

Work has started with SSE and Strathconon Estate to scope the feasibility and cost of installing a removable smolt trap above Loch Meig .   This would allow the trapping and transport of smolts from the Meig around the hydro dams.   The tagging work from recent years suggests that this would increase the survival chances of each transported smolt by a factor of 5.

Projects / research
May has been an exceptionally busy month for smolt trapping.  On the Bran almost 4,000 smolts had been trapped and transported by the end of the month.  As part of our long term monitoring with Marine Scotland Science and SSE 1,000 of these were PIT tagged.  The Bran PIT tag data since 1998 has been collated and analysed and will be presented at a conference and published this year.  The Bran has not been artificially stocked for  four years so all the smolts produced this year have been the result of natural spawning. The Bran smolts have also been much larger than the smolts from the Meig and the Blackwater and are likely to have an increased survival rate because of this.
With Marine Scotland Science a further 2,000 smolts were tagged at Loch na Croic.

Smolts were PIT tagged on both the Blackwater and the Meig as part of a project with Glasgow University.  A further 80 smolts were tagged with acoustic tags and  their passage through Loch Garve, Loch Meig and the main stem of the Conon is being followed.  The results from this will become available later in the year when receivers are recovered and downloaded.
Bailiffs carried out maintenance on trees planted last year in the upper reaches of the Peffery.
The Trust's schools programme has grown significantly this year, with over 15 school visits in May.  These have included river visits, tree planting, invertebrate sampling and electro-fishing.  In June with funding from the SSE Fairburn Windfarm fund this will be followed by a series of angling events for local schools.  We are looking for funding with Fishery Management Scotland to further develop both our schools and junior angling initiatives.

A new project is to take place this summer, we have been asked by Marine Scotland to install acoustic listening stations in the mouths of rivers and to check main in-river holding areas with hydrophones.   Marine Scotland are to acoustic tag 750 adult salmon at a netting station on the North Coast of Scotland and track their movement around the coast and into rivers.
Meetings attended / consultations
Highland Environment Forum Volunteering Meeting

Marine Scotland Science Alness weir visit
SSE Civil Engineering Review Meeting

School Visits

IFM Bailiff Training day

Marine Scotland Biologists Liaison Meeting

Forestry Commission Peatland Restoration Project Meeting

Highland Council /SEPA Peffery Natural Flood Management Meeting

